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A Word or | two in Nebults, 
By way of SPECIMEN. 


To the Worſhipfull the Company of 
Patrons and their Clients; whether Poets, 
Criticks, Tranſlators, Compilers, or Digeſtors : 
With the Tranſlation of Two Curious 
EpITAP Es, on two Famous Modern Poets, 
lately Deceaſed; defign'd to be fix d up 
together in / 4 — 
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—— Las & Pituperium — Lilly. 
Juſtum & Tenacem propoſiti Virum 
Non (ivium ardor Frava jubentium b 
Non vultus iaflantis Tyranni | ck bes 
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Mente quatit Solida ! Horace. 
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Printed: And Sold by A. SMI T R, at the Royal. Er- 


change, and by the Bookſellers and Pamphlet Shops 
of London and Weſtminſter, 1730. [Price 64} | 


4 


* 


* P 
89 f . 
* 5 Fs 
n 4 
of * # 
4 
* 
** 
2 b 
>, 
ta , 
* 
1 * 
— 
A. 
of 4 14 
#- 4 


* 


5 
my A 
CE —— — * 
e TC 
W 2 * 
* 1 
W- + a4 os 
* 
* 
4 
fF 
* 1 
4 "a 7 
* eee 
* * . 
* ) \ 2 , 
* — * * 
1 A \ * * 0 
” * 
A a. 
* 0. * 1 ; 4 
* ＋ * dt ws + 
by - 
KK 
(=> WW 2 
= 


A 

+ . 
; 

x 

* . 


* 
23 
- we 
. - 
* St 
0 = 
M 
+ 
* 
1 » 


3, 


nat” a 
* 
0 


_ o - 
Tf 9 bo 
* « 
* * 
. 
* 
« 00 * 
Vang 
hs, Y , 
TY. . * 
* % : 
” 
1 . i 
LL TT TS 4a% L 
» . © * 


N ene 


8 * 2 
93 1 4 + 
9 

* bx , 


* TT — 4 
_ . 
4+ * 
* 
by | Py 2 4 4 
<7 12 
* * ” * 
: * 
9 1 
* W | 4 s < 2 * 
K * 80 
* * - - 


22 


rr 


* 


5 * 
5 
* 
: 
2 


7 


* 
. 
y On 
* 
o 
5 
*. * 
6923 -w 
« 
* - 
* * 
„ 


= 
if 
* 
* 
+ - 
S 4 
\ 
* — » 
ll. 
es 1 
* 1 
+4 
* 


>. 4G 
1 4 5-6 
3 
- 
1 — 
* 
5 4 5 
andy — — * e We a 
— — — 
% . 
N * . L 
4+ 
Bug % * * 
* n TE. 
* „ * 0 
2 o 6 5 
* 
__ + g 
Y FL 2. . EY 
yo * ! 
4 1 7 * a 
4 \ A 1. * 
* 
* x 89 +, : Fa = © 
% * \ „ £7 { ; 
* 4 * T 
Pp \ " 6. * D * i 5 , 
4 \ v3 * * a * * . 2 
* * G ” N 
2 E % * 
— 
* 
<7 1 2 + wa WH 3 759 * ———— —H 
* 
X * 
1 , — oy * * 
> b # -* a 
* * A * 
o 4 
* 19 4 'y N * 
„ 8 3 4 5 


X 
* * - * , 9 0 . _ * : N 
* * 
. N . * 
of - \ N * - c = 
6 «a 
oF. 3 4 . 4 
+ is 4 9422 on 1 
* 7 4 * ö 5 4 1 * - x nd * 2 
5 t * 
. ; . — — * 
* 7 * 
2 7 , N q : j 
4 i - 0 l BY 
F . v ” I 
' * ? 0 : » 
' 7 4 . N 4 , - * 1 w 


0 thee, O Country, I Dedicate the Follow- 

ff; and as a Poor and Diſregarded Son 
&8 of thine, commit this little Book into thy 
Lare and Protection; accept it willingly, 
for ] give it thee with all the Reſignation of Soul and 
Onſience: Far be it from, me to keep any Thing latent 
or bid from t hee, which; carries in itſelf the leaft Proſ- 
pet or Shadow of Advantage, in reſpect of thee. Could 
[ be a true Son of thine, wirbout demonſtrating why 
term d my ſelf ſo ? Could I be called thy Advocate, 
and ſilently let paſs unrepray'd, ten thouſand Enormi- 
ties which corrupt thy Land? Could I be ſtiled thy Sol. 
dier, ar a Weapon in thy Defence, when an Hoſt of 
pernicious . Follies, like an Inundation, bear down thy 
Cities and Towns —— ? Oh, my Country, thou art 


Rrangely falle and it muſt be a mighty Arm. that 


* 
* 


can again up-lit thee !. I dont pretend to this Heroic 


AR, and Stupendous Exploit, for, my Strength is want- 
ine, and Courage” defeitive : However, Ill ſhow how 
willing I am for thy Service, and herein give à Speeimen 
bow I am ordaimd for it; if 1 mifs.in my Efforts, im- 
pute ny Miſcarriage to rhe Impetnofiry of my Youth, 
and Raſhneſs : Let every Coxcomb, where-ever diſtine 
guiſh'd in thy Metropolis, Triumph then at my Inſucceſs 


let every faſhionable Fool and Blockhead, who in bis 
own Eyes would appear Learned, Grave, and the befl 


Example to others, plague thy People with their Dog- 
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To my COUNTRY, Ge. 


grell and baſtard Produ@ijons , let Pantomines, Tumb- 
lers, Rope-Dancers, and Italian Gibberiſh, be zbe 
refined Gul of thy ==x:"14 Inticeity, Profant- 
neſs, and Inmorality, with" their curſi ¶ Attendants, 
fill want em ——; "ler Sloth: and Hhemnukne, 


continue to enervate thy — let Pride ride trium- 


phant in the Heart and outward Behaviour of thy dig- 
niied lei ** ——forget 4 and the — 
his Spleen and Neglect . 1-wiſh-not theje Things, 
my glorious Country; for if I cannot aſſiſt rhee, thou 
muſt full languiſb under thy Mi fortunes, unleſs.a — 
juſhy qualified to relieve thee, Offers bis ingenuous 


I ſhall forbear all manner of Encomiums (the con- 
flant Stile of Dedicators) either on thy Pedigree, or 
Name; begging thy Pardon #4 the Negled I ſhow tbee 
in that important Article; | 7 
Time, when thoa ſhall appear 10 my Eyes, and Under- 
landing, in a better Prof} 2 than. at | 
muſt tell thee, that I am 45 Man who fpeabt and ani- 
madverts.on People and Things in the Light they repre- 
ſent themſelves to me, whilſt I an! converſant with them. 
If thow, Oh, Country, was at * time before noto 
remarkable, either for Courage, Liberty, or Faith; 


thoy had (thence 1 conclude) Writers wha, impattially' 
ſet the off in the beautious Advantages which thoſe 
god-like Qualities diſpenſe * But as all Things are nu. 


rable, ſo it may be ſpoken with Truth, that d chatige is 
fallen, on ity Earth. With this T fhull Conclude, ever 


Thaze, 200 5 


; N 14 \ *. ** I 822 
. — * 
4 £ * - - % A , $ 
„ NAI. * s * $I cy | NI : pa \ e | + 
ö NS RI U | \ 2 2 
CCENSORINUSAS NG 
e ; | US 9 * 9 
a ; F 1 , 
ww = * . " * * 1 
4 *%, 6 1 p "EN "2 x , ” % . b { 
* 13 % % , f \ ; ” * F 1 » o ” 1 — Py », * 89 7 cd 1 8 
; 4 - # 89 * . J % . 4 1 4 * Y 1 


* - 


by | 

G t of 
© * 
1 N 


* pw 
11 ” 4 4 \ 4 _ 
= „ * * 


OW. a 
4 A 


I. Hal conſider. that atiother 


reſent \ fe 
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A Word or | Tg by way of 
SPECIMEN. 3 


218 an Obbervation, and a very juſt 
one on that 'the Regard ſhown 


to Men of Learning there, is the 
) finallft, and perhaps the worlt placd; 


| r ners are profeſt, pay 4 juſter Eſteem, 
and their Benevolence in this way, is the beſt rewarded 
in the meritorius Choice it makes. Tis with an 
akeing Heart I hear this caſt on my Country. and 
that ſome Places, once below its leaſt concern. ſhould 
now have the Precedence, and out- rival ir. This 
Obſervation came into my Head from the Peruſal of 
the Grubſtrert Journal of Ofober the 8th laſt; 

where, in the the beginning of that Paper, is a hint 
of this Neglect and Diſregard ſhown to Men of Parts, 
in the Perſon of one (unnam d) who had Dedicated 
ſeveral of his Pieces to Perſons of the highelt Quality 
and Figure, but had not receiv'd the leaſt Encourage- 
ment from their Hands; I was concern'd at the men- 
tion of the Thing. for as I bear a great Deterence 


to all Perſons eminent in any degree of Litprorars, 
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ſo every one may be aſſur d to have my good Word, 
and Recommendation. - C 

There's another Obſervation further o; 
That as this Neglect or Diſeſteem to Learning 
ſo viſibly remarkable in my Countrymen, ev'n 
from the higheſt to the loweſt of them, ſd as 
a foil to this diſtinguiſhing Qualification in an 
— there is no other Country more abounding 
than His with the ſeveral Profeſſions of Poet, Moraliſt, 
Compiler, Critick, and Tranſlator ; all theſe different 
kinds of Learned Gentleman we have in ſwarms ; 
we have Poets in every Garret in and about '——— 
for 10 Miles, ſome who earn a tolerable Subſiſtance 
at Thirteen Pence Half. Penny a Day, for writing 
Odes on Bufjoons and Pedlars; others who can hardly 


purchaſe Five Meals a Week for humming Rhimes, 


to the Tune of Robin-Hood : We have Moraliſts who 
confound Reaſon and Senſe together ; who; tell us 
that to be Good, we muſt perſue the very reverſe of 
it, and relinquiſh. Virtue z and yet theſe Gentlemen, 
who are no ſmall Emolument to this Merropolis, and 
the good Edification of His Majeſty's Subjects; are 
forced, thro the too exceed ing Bounty of their Patrons, 
to retreat often from their Tables for fear of overload- 
ing their Stomacks, and regale themſelves, (what's 
more agreeable to their Notions and Capacities) in 
the Scenes of Gray s. Inn Walks, or the Temple-Gardens. 
We have Compilers, Men of another Claſs, who are 
diſtinguiſh'd for their Accuracy and Talents in the 
nice Diſpoſition of Contrarieties, — into Books and 
Volumes, and giving the Town a Sermon with a Diſ 


cant on Pudding, or a Moral Eſſay with à Meditation 


over an Houſe of Office, cum multis allis; with this 
Tpecious Title; Collectiones variæ Operum multorum 
*bominum erudetiſſimorum plurimum emendatæ ( re- 
cegſatæ à labore Johan FER. S. And yet 
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to the Renown of — theſe publick BenefaQtors 


are ſeen in a Suit of Rag- Fair, and are conſtrained 
to content themſelves, meerly to own their Obliga- 
tions, with Grey-Peas and Bacon, and half a Pint of 
Porter for their Sundays Dinner. — We have 
Citicłs of ſeveral Denominations and Titles, Poctick, 
Divine, and Political: The Poetick Critick ſacrifices 
a whole Month to his Spleen and Ill- nature, in carping 
at TO, becauſe it rhimes ro SO. The Divine Ci- 
tick finds half a dozen Errata's in the 1ſt Chapter 
of the Bible, and not content ro ſhow his Sagacity 


only there, he falls foul on an Heathen Author, and 


reſolving to do ſomething at laſt, he ſpends a Twelve- 
Month about the difficulty of a Sentence, where the 
Senſe is the moſt obvious and clear, —— The 
Political Critick, under the ſhadow of Similitude 
draws Parralels to infuſe Doctrines of his Own; and 
is peeviſh at every Plan of Government that fuits not 
his own' Conceptions ; and yet theſe Gentlemen, in 
their ſeveral Capacities, are often known by their 


furr Caps and mouldy Slippers. - We have laſt 


of all Tran/lators, a ſet of Men ſo numerous, and ſo 
fruitful in their Labours, That not a Bookſcller's Shop 
is exposd between Aldgate and Hyde-Park Corner, 


but upon a moderate Computation, each has an hun- 
dred Weight of their duſty Productions to diſpoſe 
off, at the meritorious Price of Two-Pence per 
Pound, — And yet theſe worthy Members of 
the Community, ſo juſtly. worthy of our Con- 
fideration, are fo far mg des ſolicitous in their 


own Intereſts, that they had rather be. Embla- 
zon d with their proper Arms, a Mzagre Countenance, 


and 2d in their Pockets for a Diſh of Coffee at Will's, 


than put any Lord to the unwelcome Lahour of untying 
bis Purſe Strings, for the pittance of one Penn). 


£ +. % 


„ B 2 Thus 


* 
k 
5 
* 
1 
1 - 
10 
2 
1 
'$ 
Le 
* 
i 
NA 
FA 
N 
. 
1 
* 
pr” 
i 
j 
4 
'Y 
"4 
: 
1 
9 
7 
jj 
v 
17 
8] 
1 
1 
„ 
13 
>#] 
4 
. 
R 
ö 
* 
‚ 
| 
q 
* 
4 
. 


' 2 * 
E 2 000 2 N 1 = l * 5 2 ” WS ar ye ey 1 * — - 
">" d K - SY A wa 0 ood Yan © ©, OD "Fe 8 2 r > Ly 2 . 23 — 
n NA b (4 —— Ts — . —_ . r * 2 8 — g 
— — . 2 3 3 * - > K 7 — : — ” — a - a "PI Y 
Err R — 5 r 3 R 77 3 w 2 REST . S _ = U 
- "4 2 7 - T 3 - © 1 * = a - = 


ww 
do 


r 


— — — — 


1 


, co 7* SS 
— — — 2 


= 


3 ia 3232 . 2 p , - 
e , 7 ee ed 
1 * i — — — 2 2 2 . 


n #1 

Thus ſtands it with — as to its Writers, &c. 
and to ſpeak my Sentiments with that Impartiality 
which every diſintereſted Author ought ; 1 muſt own, 
that this ſecond Obſervation which People throw 
on —— z; is but too juſtly verified in every Particu- 
lar before mentioned: I don't know hat Times they 
were 700 Yeats ago; but this I can affirm, that for 

30 Years paſt, the Town and Country have been, bß 
turns, ſtupendouſly ſupply d with theſe ſcveral great 
Benefactors, (1 mean ſuch in their way) to their no 
ſmall Emolument and Advantage : What I've ad vanc d 
Im ready to prove; and were it requir'd, I would 
bring a living Teſtimony to every Article. 

From what has been thus tranſiently obſerv'd, 
it will appear to the Reader, That a great diſregard 
and neglect to Men profeſſing Learning, is leen 
among us; elſe why ſuch Multicudes in that 
way, and ſo very poor? On firſt Thought, this 
ſeem d a Paradox; That fo many hundreds of Wri- 
ters, Oc. ſhould toil and beat their rains, ſquander 
away Reams of Paper, and waſt Gallons of Ink when 
not one Man out of an hundred Thouſand of His Ma- 
Jelty's Leige Subjects will deign to advance 15. to- 
wards their Promotion. I will not pretend to deter- 
mine this nice Point. let the Town be its judgers; 
III only ask one Queſtion, and in a very modeſt way; 

Whether there are 10 Men throughout who 
underſtand a good Piece? Or 10 Writers throughout 
— Who can form or produce a Piece: This is a 
Point on which much Controverſy might hang, and on 
which it might be juſtly ſaid, That —— either is a 
nurſery of Dunces, aiming to be Wiſe, in ſpight of 
Nature or Parts; or that its —————— arc 
refoly'd not to regard Learning, being as miraculouſly 
s Their Clients who addreſs to them. 


3 | 
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Again, 


vw 


C4 
Apain, it might be furcher ſaid, That our ſeveral 
Writers, Ec. are 10 eminent both in the good and bad 
way of Writing, that they had rather chuſe the latter, 
as a toil or revenge on the tenacious Temper of the 


—— inrimating theſe Words; Give me your 
Money, you ſhall have my Wit; or, per Contra — 


for nothing, you ſhall have nothing — that is, I/ ſtil! 


 Reep up my Temper of Writing, Publiſh a great deal, 


but not one Page of Senſe or Breeding throughout the 


WHOIE — | | 5 
I would not have any one carry theſe Animad ver- 
ſions of mine into a Conteſt, to my Prejudice or Diſ- 
ad vantage for whatever Remarks I have or ſhall make 
in reſpect to Learning, and the diſregard (ſhown it, is 
purely to ſhow how Things have been, and ſtill are 
carry'd that way, Without the leaſt ill Will to 
any Man's Name or Character — Far be it from me 
to foment Diſunion or Diſtruſt in the Hearts of any of 
my fellow Countrvmen. : * 
Learning and its Proficients, who are truly ſuch, ſhall 
always demand the Service of my Pen. Gratitude, 


and à kind Benevolence to Arts, ſhall above all tem- 


ral Concerns, require my Commendation; but the 
ftupid Pretender to Wit and Senſe, and the ignorant 
Benefactor to ir, ſha l always Juſtly call down the Virus 
lency of my Pen and Ink upon his Head. OS 

The Want of a good Genius and Pen, which could 
nicely diſtinguiſh between a good Writer and a bad 
One, how much the Excellencies of the firſt demand 
a Veneration from all, and how much the ſtupid Ig- 
norance of the latter every Man's Abhorrence, has 
been, I'm afraid, no ſmall Diſcouragement to that 
Channel of Wit and Humour, which otherwiſe would 
have adorn'd = . Satires indeed have play'd 
their Parts for a-while, and an Laiverſal Paſſion has 
taken upon itſelf to correct the Inadvertencies and 
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Foibles of Mankind; but how far any of theſe have 
een of Uſe, the People can beſt judge. 


$6 The Degeneracy in the P oelick 


, as well as Poltick 
Body of this Nation, I mean in the firſt, as to its 
eneral Corruption in the way of Thinking and Wri- 
t LY and in the latter, as to its univerſal Diſeſteem 
of Arts and Learning, is at that Criſis, that a mild 
Medicament cannot: heal the Wound ; there muſt be 
2 Vitulency fo temper'd and quality'd, that the Marks 
bk irs Satire ſhall at one time receive Pain and Plea- 
ſyre. Theſe. Perſons. who alone have it in their 
Power to encourage Merit and Good Senſe, ſhould, 
with a becoming Severity, be admoniſh'd in the Way 
dow to judge of the Characteriſtick of a Man of 
Parts, and how to requite him for the Good he does 
Mankind. But the Pretender to Wit, and the falſe 
Impoſer of it, ſhould with all the Gall and Bitterneſs 
of juſt Revenge, be laſh'd, that the World may no 
more be plagud with his Baſtard Conceptions and 
coundrel Productions. 
Melancholly is the Reflection on the great Decay 
and want of Encouragement of Learning in this Land; 
but yet. more perplexing-and vexatious to us are the 
fumerous Swarms of Poetick Scribblers, &c. who 
daily pelter this City and Suburbs: Were the Num- 
bet reduc'd, and they only countenanc'd who had 
adgement to think nobly and write well, and were 
ut, ————  -—— thoroughly convinc'd of the 
Preference and Uſefulneſs of ſuch Men, and a due 
Regard and Compenſation had to their Labours ; 
What glorious Times might ——— ſce!. Books then 
Would not be ſtuff d with that groſs Adulation and 
Partiality, which varniſhes, and but too faintly ſets 
off the good Dgalirzes of their Patrons, My L— 
would not then be. ſtiled A Lover, of bis Country, A 
Parren of Learning, and the Farber of all Arts, 5 
44 d 3 . 2 


the very Reverſe was his Character. Another grear Mag 
would never have a Dedication above half the Length 
of the Volume, which he, out of his great Conde. 
ſcention and Favour, deigns to Patronize; fall of his 
being the Farber of the Aſſticted, the Delight of Mans 
kind, the Pattern of Virtue, and of Obraſtian Love; 
when twas known that the direct Contraries were po: 
per CharaQeriſticks.. Another great Man would never - 
be call'd the Brave, the Magnanimous, the Phiffent, - 
Generous and Valiant, fam d inthe Art, of War, pro-: 
found in the Cabinet and Council, Jſucteſsful in his Nee 
got iations and Treaties, bappy' in his Bebauiour und 
Addreſſes at Foreign Cour ti, und lafily, (to etown them 
all) great in bis Perſonuge und hieb Deſcent; whett 
not any of theſe Encomiums were ever verify d, When 
his Bravery and Magnanimity were illuſtrioyfly di- 
ſtinguifh'd in the glorious Ads of ine down his 
Commiſhon, upon the leaſt Suggeſtion of a War Abroad. 
Nol ſuch Stuff as this, is a Theme fir only fot 
ſuch ſordid Pens as before mention di But the noMle- 
minded Writer, whether Poer off Pylpitibn, whoſe 
Soul is tinctur'd with the divine Warmth of a Vail, 
a Horace, or a Shakeſpear , wfieſs Mind ànd Senſes 
are too elevated to be ſunk into ſueh baſe Contradi- 
Ctions, will preſent the World with Labouts diſtin- 
guiſh'd for their Purity and Elegance, wherein will 
be diſplay d the trueſt Scene of human Life; every 
Man there, from the Royal Preſence, to the Peaſant 
that toils upon the Hill, will appear in his own- pro- 
per Light and Shade: He will repreſefit a good King 
as the Father of Mankind, and the People under his 
Care, as the /e Buſineſs of his lie: He will 
make him Mercifal and truly juſt; be wilt 

always repreſent him as one who executes 
Juſtice and judgment without Diſtinction; when 
Rebellions roufe his Vengeance, not ſpating the High, 
2 5 1 1118 


(8) 
e partial; or miſſing the Low, to diminiſh his 
rerogative.— Such a Writer, will make tuch a 
King ever liſt ning to his Peoples Complaints, putting 
him in Mind that his Eſtabliſhment depends on their 
Peace and Affections: He will incul.ate impartially 
his Opinien into his Ears, and timely warn him to 
repulſe Flattery. Adulation, and Sophiſtry, the Bane 
of his virtuous Intentions ; and /aſt/y, as his greateſt 
Perfections, will depict him ever as an Hero in the 
Field, as an abſolute Governor of his Luſts and  Pal- 
Lions, and even in theſe, a more than Conqueror; in 
diſregarding thoſe Viciſſitudes of Fortune, which are 
* often apt to diſturb. the human Frame, and ren- 


, 


er him to the whole World an high Example of 
Patience and Reſignation; ſubduing Nations, ſwifter 
than Fame can bear the Tidings, and this only, becauſe 
| he is Virtuous. 49. 2135. -£0;1 
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Fyrant's Threats, and all the various Tortures and 
kinds of Deaths he utters, ſhall not allay or pervert 
the Tenour of ſuch a Writer's Soul; but his Integrity 
(hall be unſhaken, and his Pen, in all the Livelineſs 
and Poignancy of Expreſſion, will wake the World 
to an utter Abhorrence and Deteſtation of his Reign; 
he will make him forſaken by all Mankind, and dif 
ownd by his own People, and being diſervedly re- 
jecdted by all, will blot him out of the ſacred Annal 
that, were he Virtuous, would perpetuate his Name 
to all Eternity. Nor otherwiſe would ſuch a Writer 
deal with all the other Claſſes of Mankind; who run 
counter to the Principles of Honour, Virtue, or Ho- 
neſty; hell trace him who rules a, Province with 
the ſame ſuſtice and Severity, as him who has but 
à Rood of Land. The 


3 1 
The Ambitious, Proud, Covetous, Oppreſßve, and 
Perjured Man, the Thief, Adulterer, Flatterer, But 
toon, the filly and dull Coxcomb thall all, from their 
jeveral Villanies, Extortions, and Foibles, find a Juſt 

Account in his Writings : But the Brave, the Valiant, 
the Meak, the Learned, and the Religious Man, ſhall 
make a comely figure in his Labours ; he fhall fer off 
in all the Advantage of fine Thought, and delicate 
Expreſſion, their ſeveral diſtinguiſhing Excellencies; 
he ſhaft tell the World what it is to be Brave, 
without Imperuofiry and Fire ; what it is to be 
Valient, yet fotgiving ; Virtyous, yet devoid” of All 
Stittneſs ; Meek, yer rovz'd at open Aftronts and In- 
Juries ; Learned, yer wanting of Pedantry and Ruſticity ; 
and /aftiy, what it is to be Religious, without Bigotry 
and Superftition ; Theſe are Topicks of Themes that 
will always enhance his Pen; bis Arguments ſhall 
etermize them, and his own Fame, by ſo doing, ſhall 
lire tp: endlefs Fe.... 
I was fo far dipt intoReflefions of this Nature, that 
I ſuggeſted to my ſelf a pleafing train of noble Ideas, 
my Deſire was ehcreas'd to-ptolong the Conceptions I 
had formed; I found matter enough for a Volume, and 
had T been like other Authors, T had inſtantly Fut them 
to Writing; but upon RecolleRion, 1 forbote to think 
further on an Argument fo agreeable to my Temper and 
Genius; and from whence I could have deduc d many 
Inferences pleaſing to my ſelf, and conducive to the 
Emolument of others; but waving every Thing of that 
Kind, I feltto tonfidering how the World was rakennow 
2 Days, with Appearances, in relation to Writers and 
Books, never diſtinguiſhing between Writing much, and 
Writing Rette ow was unacquainted with this Pofition; 
that a few Lines pithy, conciſe. and to the ee 
hetter declate the CharaQeriftick of a wiſe and found 
Judgment, than the ſpecious ſhow of an hundred 
| C | Sheets 


Sheets in one Book. Writers of the firſt Stamp, ſhow 
to the Eye, at one View, a neat Picture of their 
Thoughts, abſtracted from all needleſs Pagantry of 
gaudy Metaphors, and uſeleſs Words; their 
Language is ſtrong, nervous, and brisk; and their 
Argument cloſe and penetrating; it hits the Soul 
with a force imperceivable, and the Reader is catch'd 
in ſpight of himſelf. But the oppoſite Writer, whoſe 
Diſcourſe is lengthened with a redious Repetition of 
Tautologies, and where the ſame Thing runs from 
Page to Page, only embelliſhed with a variety of 
Words and Expreſſions, never finds his Account with 
the diſcerning part of Mankind ; ſuch a Writer may 
Argue, Inculcate, and Declare, and hug himſelf up in 
his Verboſity and Voluminouſneſs; but his Readers are 
tir d before he's half perus d, they ſtamp at his windy 
Conceptions, give him over for a Thing uſeleſs, and 
at laſt he feels the mercileſs Rage of every Grocer's 


Apprentice about Town. e 

From what has been already ad vanc'd, the Reader 
(if ever theſe few Thoughts of mine ſhould appear 
in Publick, which for my own part I never intend) 
may form an Idea of my Intention herein; my Deſign 
was to conſider impartially, the great Diſeaſe of Writing 
ill, which in a manner epidemically Infeſts that Band of 
Men who appear in Print ; and alſo to animadvert a 
little on the Diſlike which the —— have for a long 
time uſed cowards thoſe. who would have been Bene- 
factors to the Publick in the way of Writing, {I mean 
in their own Thoughts ;) 1 purpos d likewiſe, to ſet 
a good and bad Writer in their proper Light, by 
diſtinguiſhing each others Parts and Excellencies. 
Theſe were the Subjects I was minded to turn upon; 
but how well I've perform'd already, and how the 
Sequel may prove, I leave to the candid Reader; only 
| muſt anticipate his Patience for a Minute og, by 

| 5 | 2 hint 


(1) 


a hint in my own Juſtification and Conduct herein, 
before I proceed to any further Matter that is im- 


mediately Dependant on the main Subjett. 
_ *Tis to be noted, with what Diſadvantage and bad 
Proſpe&t a Writer firft makes his Appearance in the 


World, if he's reſolv'd not to Sacrifice his Conſcience 


to the caprice of this or that particular Set of Men ; 
or what's all one, if he's minded, in deſpight of the 
World and it's Inhabitants, ro expoſe his Sentiments 
to publick View, and with a Dexterity an{werable to 
a great Genius and Soul, publiſh his Thoughts in a- 
way that neither Fear nor Conſtraint can draw him a- 
fide ; Yet what are the Antagoniſts he meets with ? 
Men there are, who out of Contradiction to his Opi- 
nion, aſperſe him; Men there are, who from a Pique 


to his refin'd Parts (if he be a good Author) tra- 


duce, and turn every Thought and Expreſſion of his 
to his Diſteputation and Diſſervice; Others there are, 
who from a Jealouſy of his Merit, if his Works are 
accepted, and from a villanious Backbiting of his 
Name, if he chance to: become Popular, break his 


Quiet, and ſpoil his Tranquility; others further yet 


there are, who, when none of the before-mention'd, 
Motives aftuate them, I mean, when they are deter- 
min'd to be his Adverſaries in deſpight of all Con- 
viction, that his Labours and Edeavours are juſtly and 
Bonafide calculated for the good Service of his King, 
and all well-meaning Subjects, yet ſuch Men will draw 

Parallels from his Works, and make Obſervations and 
Remarks quite foreign to what he either thought or 
meant to ſpeak, they ll pervert the currency of his 
Language, tranſpoſe Words, frame Sentences, that 
Square and Tally with their own wicked Imaginati- 
ons: Thus by a curſt Faſcination they'll bring the Au- 
thor under the heretical Curſe of High-Treaſon, or 
the Penal-Laws — And mou follows But tis M 
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be hoped, that my ſelf, beneath the Conſideration of 
any one, who never had it in my Power, or at leaſt 
who was, and till is averſe to throw any Reflections, 
whereby may be pull d dow: upon me Aſperſions in any 
kind derogatory of Truth, Virtue, or Honeſty, or who 
may incur the Diſpleaſure of any the before-mention'd 
Ad verſaries; may in this, fit quiet, without the Miſ- 
fortune brought upon me of having Conſtructions fix d 
on any part hereof, contrary to the Tenour and true In- 
tent and Meaning of the ſame; for as my Deſign (be- 
fore-mention'd) is truely good ; and the Intent beneticial 
to many; it cannot, nor will ever be ſuppoled by 
me, that my Country-men (once ſo fam'd for their Bra- 
very in every Attempt, and ſteddy Integrity in every 
Action of Life, which noble Qualifications, I hope, are 
ſtill as conipicuous in theſe Days) will condemn me 
In this, who. hopes to deſerve ſo well of em. 

1 shall go no further on this Topick, having ſaid 
enough; only adding ; That if any Perſon or Perſons, 
publick or private Foe or Foes, ſhall, contrary and re- 
Pugnant to the plain Letter and good Meaning of 
theſe Preſents, go about to ſeduce and pervert any 
honeſt and well deſigning Man, whoſe Opinion and 
Sentiments are Conformable hereunto, to the Prejudice 
of me the Author; ſuch Perſon or Perſons, as above, 
being duely convicted of the ſame, ſhall for every ſuch 
Offence or Offences be committed into the Cuſtody of 
D -— the Cririck, there to remain till he pay a Mul&a 
or Mu'Qts agreeable to what that Gentleman ſhall im- 
pole on him for the ſaid Offence or Offences, and 
ind ſufficient Sureties for his good Behaviour for three 
Years, to Commence from the Time of his Commit- 
ment —- But to reſume — e . 
The Diſtegard ſhown to Learning (I may ſay all 
Arts) being ſo vifbly demonſtrated in the.impoveriſh'd 
anc nazes Circumſtances of its Profeſſors; that a 
5 „ 
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Poet, or any other Writer who employs -his Brains 
tor a Subliſtance, is as eaſily diſtinguiſhed by the En- 
ſigns of his Habit and Mein, as one of the King's 
Lite-Guard is known by his red Coat and Belt. Tis 
a melancholly Reflection to conſider theſe Two; 
the Scholar, and Soldier; they are nearly ally'd and re- 
lated; 1 mean in the parity of the Bounty of Providence 
and Chance: Under the Covert of a ſuperannuated 
Wie, may be contained a Head and Tongue fit to enter- 
tain a D ; Within a red Coat, remarkable for 
its ruſſet Hue, may be inclos'd a Soul magnanimous as 
a M—bþ; and yet the World eſteems theſe as no- 
thing, they are Men whom God has depriv'd of all 
manner of Livelyhood ; it ſays, and to ſpeak of a 
Scholar, or a Soldier, is to denounce Poverty and 
Miſtry, —— 3 r is a | 

15 ſorry the — has this Character caſt upon 
them, of being neglective and unmindful this way; 
the pittance ot a ſmall Sum retrenc'd, in their Expences 
at Balls and Opera's, to the indulging a brave Genius, 
and valiant Soul; would, I'm perſwaded, quickly ob- 
literate the Odium ſo long brought againſt them: Let 
Merit take place, and the Mask will ſoon be ſhook 
off; bur while Partiality and Intereſt reigns on one 
fide, and Venality and on the other; it is to be 
fear'd, and for very great Reaſons, That the Town 
will {till be peſter d with Coxcombs and Dunces, and 


the Army with Efteminate —— | 

It has been oft a wonder with me, when J ve reflected 
ſeriouſly on this Diſregard and Neglectiveneſs of Men 
of Capacity; how it comes to pals, That ſcarce from 
A —— of 20000. a Year, to a ptivate — of 1000. 
where ever diſpers'd throughout this Metropolis, (ſaving 
a very few Exceptions) but what is retain d among them 
a ſtrong Dcetire of appearing Wiſe and Learned. When 
you pay your Viſit to a or ſo; the Chat runs, 
f EE ten 
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2 
ten to one, before you depart,. on Intellectuals, and 
the refinement of Underſtanding, according to the 
preſent Mode; you are inſtantly convey'd into a Room, 
whoſe ſides from top to bottom, are adorn d with 
ſpacious Glais Caſes, and Shelves of Volumes that 
dazle the Beholder's Sight, with a vaſt variety of 
gilded Covers; Novels, Fairy I ales, Fittitious Travels, 
and Voyages, will ſtrike the Eye in abundance ; and 
perhaps, after a narrow Scrutiny, you Il find a Set of 
Fathers and Councils; intimating that his 
has ſome Religion in him; and aloft, in the utmoſt 
corner of the Room, tis very probable you'll eſpy a 
Collection of Claſſicꝶs, with their ſeveral G aries, 
Commentators, and Citichs; likewiſe intimating, that 
their Station there, is the moſt Commodious ; becauſe 
they are Authors who livd in diſtant Times, and 
were Sages of Antiquity. | 
Now this reſpect to Books, I may call it, from 
ſuch an Appearance; might induce a Man to believe 
more favourably of the But how ſtands it 
with them in this Cale ? Why thus; This gaudy Scene 
of Books, which makes this Appearance, is ſeldom 
read; they are like their Horſes, ſeldom rode upon; 
and like their Palaces, ſeldom dwelt in; They ſhow 
a Diſreſpect to all Parcimony that concerns Externals ; 
Prodigality and Laviſhneſs, in this kind, is a favourite 
with them; That — is eſteemed the moſt Polite, who 

can ſhow the greateſt variety -of Love Songs, and 
repeat them by Heart. —— But the Internal Part, is 
beyond their care or Thought; tis a Burthen to them 
to think Wiſely ; but much more to put ſuch Thoughts 
in Practice: They had rather loll in Coaches of State, 
revel in Taverns, and play the than draw their 


Swords in Defence of their Country, or of true Ho- 
nour, than be Virtuous, Sober, or Chaſte: They are 
Enemies to every good Man, becauſe hes a Satire oa 

3 1 their 


their. Enormities, and Foibles : The Poet, truly ſuch, 
Tho handſomely, without premeditated Spleen, - or 
Rancour, expoſes their Ways; who thro' a Motive 
of Service to his fellow Men, cries down the Abuſes 
which too fragrantly . pollute that Stream of Integrity, 
Honeſty, and Love, which ſhould flow thro' a brave 
People; becomes for his Pains, in ſuch a Buſineſs, the 
Tidicule of ſuch Men, the hated mark of their Dit- 
courſe, and is certainly to encounter all the Hardſhips 
of Want, Miſery, and Neglect, from them; as the 
poor Thief is to ſuffer the fatality: of the Gallows, 
when his Crimes bring him under Condemnation. 
I cannot help Thinking, and with a great deal of 
Reaſon, but that the diſadvantageous Light, in which 
Writers of all Ranks and Capacities now a Days ap: 
pear, flows from a Principle quite different from/what 
the World takes it; and that the Averlenels, and 
Unwillingneſs in the —— of this Nation, to ſhow 
the leaſt Concernment, or ſeeming Indulgence to a 
difintereſted good Author, proceeds likewiſe from a 
Beginning, every way beneath the Dignity of the human 
ake —— Is any Man, Rich or Poor, afraid to 
be Wiſe? or ſay, Is the ſcantling of a Sum of Money 
(other ways too viſibly beſtowed on Buffoons and Cox- 
combs) a Scandal or Blemiſh to the Titles or Repu- 
tation of the Great? Does the Relief of an 
extenſive Genius, oppres d with Contumily and 
Want, derogate from the Worth of an ——— ? 
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Does a bravery in Thinking Impartially, and Writing 
without Reſerve, (devoid: of all byaſs d Views) ſpeak 
a Contradiction, with the Benevolence and Proteclion 
of any great Man? Ought any Man, tranſported at 
the Follies of his fellow Men, Wo out of a Motive 
of correcting them by genteel and wary Argument, to 
incur Pains? —— I'm ſorry for it; — Are Laws 
EnaQted to lay the Truth of any Man's Tongue, 


when 


were open always to receive the Soppliant and par 
riumph'd in the 


gles, and Sighs, and then burfts out in theſe Accents; 
Could I hay 


dorrent of Quibbling and Prophaneſs bears them goed, 
* aith 


g 
Faith is an abrogated Word, and made the 
nation of Madmen and Fools; — The 


wreſted to colour Enormities; and Religion 
a Mask for Villany; Texts of Scripture ( 
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is made 
the moſt 


obvious) are canvaſs'd a thouſand Ways, and in as many 
Senſes; the Populace and Multitude, are made Ar- 
bitrators in every Divine Caſe; and every Ale- 
. Houſe is full of Criticiſms on the Bible. Once my 
Sons were Learned, and Solid; their Arguments were 
productive of every Good, void of uſeleſs Sound, 
and vain Expreſſion; their Diſcourſes were ſolely in- 
tended for the Reformation, not the Deſtruction of 
Mankind: But now the Scene is changed; every 


Thing they write now, is a Pidure of 


their fal- 


len Souls, depravd Underſtand ings, and enervated 
Senſes; every publick Piece repreſented, contains the 


Promotion of Fools, and is a Satire on the 


Virtuous, 


Good, and Unbiaſs'd Man; — Ah me, — a Roman 
Empire once was — and — had once Senſe and 


Courage. 


© Tm ſtung with a thouſand Darts, (if it were poſ- 


ſible) when every the Calamitous Condition of 
occurs to my Thoughts ; the Reflection diſplays an 
imaginary - Scene. before my Eyes, fo Melancholy, 
Gloomy, and Faint, that ſcarce a Ray of Light illu- 
minates any part of it: To give a Deſcription would 
be impoſſible, (eſpecially with me;) I ſhall endeavour 
purely to indulge a ſedate Minute or two; and by 


way of Progreſfion, in theſe Lucubrations of 


mine, to 


diſcover fome Parts of it, being better known to me. 
Honour (once courted and ſought after in the Days 
of old) is now become a Proftitute; ſhe has loſt all 
her native Beauties and Charms, and render'd herſelf 
Common; — The — Swears by his Honour, when 
he has no Truth in him; the Merchant calls upon 
- his Honour, when he has * Honeſty ; and, the Bully 


maintains 


({ 1$: 
maintains his Honour, when he has no Conſcience —; 
Honour, now a-days, gives a Sanction: to Murthers, A- 

dulteries, proſtituting Virgins, and Diſimulation,— 
This is the preſent State of Honour. — Courage, her 
Kinſwoman, comes next; her Name is fled from the 
Land, and a dull Shadow has uiurp'd her Place. 
rivate Preſervation, and 2 Retirement from every pub- 
lick Danger, is term d Courage ; Courage now a- days, 
is diſtinguiſh'd in Revels, Fencing- Matches, and ſilent 
Bravado s, — a Volly of Oaths, with the Claſh of 
Glaſles and Decanters at JT. becomes a2 
Commiſſion, with an Appennage of 500 l. a Year, is 
only ſit for „though he never knew a Seige or 
Batile ; a Lieutenancy becomes - though his Ex- 
cellencies are ſolely diſplay d at the Maſquerade, or my 
— ; Theſe are Marks of modern Courage, and 
tis only Merit that flouriſhes in the Camp. Ho- 
neſty, the next riſes, ſhe was once cloathed in White; 
and her Train of Followers, were Meekneſs, Patience, 
and Sincerity; but ſhe, with her glorious Retinue, are 
likewiſe gone; a faint glimpſe remains that would 
. gladly Perſonate her divine Qualities; but Prevaricati- 
ons, momentary Promiſes, and a vaſt multitude of 
polite Inſinuations, ſwallow her up.——appear'd Grave, 
and with a ſteddy Aſpett, and the Eye of the World 
look'd' upon him as unerring in his Faith; his Fame 
and Charatter, in this way, drew thouſands into his 
Coffers; But how was the World miſtaken in him? 
The general cry now is his Villany and Deceitfulneſę, 
and Fears of an hundred Orphans proclaim him Unjult 
and Unchriſtian ——1 could urge this Topick to a 
greater Length, and in a fairer Ligbt, but conſidering 
the unhappy Situation every adventurous Writer ſtands 
in, who has a mind to uſher his Thoughts imparti- 
ally 10 look with Regret and Reluctance on my ſelf 
and ſo deſiſt; only adding one Article, which is Learn- 


bo 
. ** 


ing 


g-—Learning, with her Accidents and Dependants; 
made à plorious Figure once, her internal Parts then 
was adorned with Gravity, Circumſpettion, and Art; 
and her external Parts; was-ferenely Beautiful, devoid of 
Fopperies, full of Conceptions natively pure and un- 
borrowed.—Zut in this Age, how are her Attri- 
butes mentioned; Littleneſs, and an impoveriſh d way 
of Thinking and Writing, paſs down for current Senſe 
and Wit; ſhe's a waſte Place with every Fellow who 
can hold a Pen; and to ſhine in Print, has the moſt 
rationability, in it, to be Wiſe and Learned; — Thus 
ſtands it with Learning now a- days, and the reſt of all 
thoſe other glorious Perfections which but too tranſpa- 
rently diſtinguifhes us above any of our Neighbours; 
appear in the ſame kind Proſpect, were they ſeveral- 
ly judicioufly deſcribed g but the Theme contains an 
immenſity of 1975 80 in it, and its Particulats would 
ſwell a Bockſeller's Shop 1 ſhall leave the Diſcuſſion 
to ſome Modern, who is more perfectly acquainted 
with the Humours and Caprices of his Time, than me; 
and beg to be humbly content + with my own Ani- 
mad verſions and Remarks. 
Tis an Experience, and very true, with me, that 
one Thought is ſucceeded. by, and brings in another; 
and that a Third, is followed by a Fourth, and io on 
ad infinitum: This Reflection brings to my Mind two 
very odd Cafes, which may be term'd an Inference or 
Deduftion from what I advanced in the laſt Part of 
the laſt Paragraph; They are the Epitaphs of two 
remarkable Poets which have adorn' d ; the Tranſla- 
tion was hanfletl to me from the Parſon of my Pariſh, 
and I cannot help thinking, but 4s my ſelf took ſo 
great Pleaſure, in the Coppying and loten them 
here, To my Countrymen will owe me theit Thanks, 
when ever they ape in publigk ——— The fuſt runs 
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21 Lyss here E240 1s. 
| i fire Hope of a bleſſed Lite to come. | 
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He was. ſtudious i in his Country” 8 good, 


Unerring in Faith, and Temperate 
He was Virtuous, Sober, Meek, and Chalte, 
And his grave Example teten d wants, 3. 
He was Loyal, Free, and Affectionate, ES 
And to crown theſe 80d. like Qualities, - 
lle was the greateſt Wit, and Scholar, of his TY 
As his many Volumes witneſs 5, a 
He taught Virtue, Piety, and Charity, 
He inculcated mutual Love, and Conga.” my 
He chaſtis d Feuds, Rebellion, and all Sin, 5 
Subtle i in Argument, Grave in Diſcourſe, and Speaking; ; 
Thus he liv d, and wrote; 1 0 
94 But his Precepts were againſt the Times, 
(Though Thouſands proclaim'd their Uſe). | : -- 
His Life therefore was one Scene ow Wan, ; 
Mliſery, and Neglect; 1 
it he A d UNLAMENTED, and very! Poe. my 
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The Muſe 8 Darling, a and Delight, Son 


klappt in the Pompous ſound of Rhimes, = 
But dark in Meaning, and dekkklre in Sue 
Ie was low of Stature, but his Labours well d bim * 
Pride, Covetouſneſs, and Spleen, mfr 
Revenge, Irreligion, Hate 
- Abufes, :Immoral Tales, and! Words, ve IH: E 
Were ſtill the favourite Subjecls of his Pen, 
1 the f Spur of his e wu. 1 1 
Riches wete his Aima 
For This, 3 0 rig 
He Writ 11. and Publiſhd Daly, 
Though ſcarce a Thought — We 1 5 "Tice | 
Prophane, Ungenteel, and — nie 
He Stadied, Viel Tus 
f His Life Sms oY 
Was delt W d for any gan, „„ 
But the Town Admir'd, Lov'd, Carefd bims 175 
And, by a vaſt Subſcription Þr. his m raed 
Coden d his Wiſhes; 33 A brqul 
For be Died Rien, Macyrercvir; an Gus: 
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———, beltowes on good Poets. 
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beltowes or 2 11 baf 
Having 'premis'd thus ar, an, 9 Temper ( ſuch 


$ 
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e te this demonſtrated in the 
Relation it bears to Wi and Dulneſs ; and that —— 
which is ſo viſihle among the of this City; 1 


ſhall cloſe theſe few Remarks of mine, with this 


Pathetick Win: . 
May Thou 


riſe and diſplay thy ſelf in thoſe beau- 
tiful Lights which ſome of thy former King's gave 
thee ; may thy Courage and Prowels be 2s remarkably 
diſtineniſh'd as in the Days of . ſet thoſe 


braye” Examples! befvte "thy Eyes, and imitate their 
| Rupendous Exploits; mage" {ef from thut in- 
ative Sloth which enervates and conſumes thy Health; 
and let thy Grandfires teach and inculcate this Leſion, 
xx bodily Exerciſe, 
| carry 


that the Feaſts gf Wreſtlin 
aha 
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carry gteater Commendations in them, than a Bali, or 
foppiſh Pance ; may thou come to a juſt Senſe 
of thy Fortune and Condition, and make a ſober R 
flection, that Union in thy People, and Integrity i 
their Hearts, is the ſole Bafis whereon to build. thy 
Peace and Happineſs; may thy Jealouſies and Divi- 
ſions ceaſe, and thy Sons be ſo. cemented in every 
Branch of Goodneſs, as that not all the Spight of thy 
Enemies, {hall be able to diſſolve them —— ; aſſume 
thy wonted ſelf, and tell the Nations who once own'd 
thy potent Hand, that thou art coming to redeein thy 
loft Time, and that all thy Miſtakes jn the Field, and 
in the Cabinet, ſhall be fully recompenced, by a 
more glorious Attempt than ever; and may thou tell 
the World that thy Magnanimity and Valour, pro- 
ceeds not from Bones and Nerves ; but that a Solidi 
of Judgment and Senſe, temper'd and qualified with 
a Sobriety and Diſcretion anſwerable, guides thy Arm, 
and direfts thy Blow; may thou appear in every Act 
of thy Carriage and Management, Wiſe, Grave, and 
Manly; ſtill protecting the Opprelled when Tyranny 
or lawleſs Power, bows and enſlaves em, {till directing 
thy Vengeance on Perfidy, Diſhonour, and Mockery ; 
{till Vindicaring thy ewn People from all Affronts and 
Injuries ; a ſevere Scourge to all Unrighteouſneſs, Vil- 
Iny, and Rebellion, in thy own Land; an Avenger of 
infracted Faith, Prevarications, and delays Abroad, 
and laſtly; a grave Moderator and Mediator in all Dif 
putes entruſted thee —— May thou further, for thy 
own, and thy People's Happineſs and Honour, give 
and diſpenſe thy - Poſts and Employments to diſinte- 
reſted Souls, who are unacquainted with the Words, 
(Party and Faction) may the Scholar (truly ſuch) ſtill 
enhance thy Care and Proted ion; well obſerving, that 
as he is a pulick Benefactor in the Uſefulneſs and Good 
which flows from his Dodtrines and Arguments; ſo on 


the 


( 24) 3 
the other Hand, he is one of thy beſt Sons in the impar- 
tial and kind Views he Diſplays and Sets off thy good 

== Deeds; May the Name (too long caſt upon 
tee) of Indulging and Protecting the Dull and 
Underſerving ; and the Neglecting and Diſregarding 
the Worthy Man, from hence-forward be blotted our, 
by a timely Choice of refin d Genius's, in the Promo- 
tion of them; may neither Intereft, or private Views, 
influence thy Integrity, to chuſe this or that particular 
Man to ſubſerve ſome temporary Turn or Advantage ; 
but may thy Judgment and Wiſdom be confpicuous 
only in this; That thy ſelf; and all thy Sons in ge- 
neral, may reap Benefits from the Choice thou makes; 
this will prove a firm Eſtabliſnment, and cement a ſtric 
Reliance berween thee'and them ; Thy Honour will 
then ever bloom and look freſh, and thy Proſperity, 
Concord, and Union, be imitated by all thy Neigbours; 
thou will then be a Bleſſing to thy ſelf, a Joy to thy 
People, and the Earth will Smile at thy happy Reign, 
and Conduct This is the Wiſh of him, who from his 


Heart wiſhes the Health, Peace and Quiet; Courage, and 


Chriſtian Heroiſm in thy Kings; Integrity and (before 
all other Concerns) Honour, and diſintereſted Love for 
thee in thy Nobles, and Commons; May the No- 


tions of private Intereſt and Ad vantage reign no more 


among thy Sons, but may their joint Endeavours, and 
Services, be centered in one Point, and all calculated 
for thy true Preſervation and Tranquility ; May Peace 


ever be thy utmoſt Care; and deſtructive War, the 


laſt reſult of thy Councel ; but be thou ever on thy 
Guard, that neither thy Tranquility beget Sloth and 
Indolence, nor thy paſſive Temper prove the ſad Oc- 


caſion of Confederacies againſt the Land abroad, or 


Rebellion, againſt thee: at Home; may thy People, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, perſue Honour, Love, 
Virtue, and Integrity; may He who has the immediate 


execution 
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execution of thy Laws, be religiouſly ſiriQ in an; ith» 
partial Obſervance of em; may Juſtice be the ſole: 
Mcature of his Heart, and the pernicious curſe of 
Money, never withdraw his Judgment; may he we 
Preſideth over thy Divine Things, and to whom is in- 
trulted the cure of Souls, be Meek, Patient, and: 
Sanctified, imitating the high Example and Pattern of 
his Maſter; may his Arguments be Plain, Inſtructive, 
and Sincere, calculated only for the true Underſtand ing 
of the Sacred Word, the Abolition of all Vice, and 
the Rectification of Mankind; may his Pen be drawn 
in the Defence of thoſe Tenets; eſtabliſhed in thy 
own Land, in deſpight of all Oppoſition, and Ad ver- 
faries; and his holy Function diſtinguiſh'd in Ac of 
Charity, Humility, and Religion; may Diverſities 
in thy Worſhip .be ever forgotten, and thy Sons, of 
what Denomination, or Name, Perſwaſion, or Opi- 
nion, be united in Thought and Deed; may thy 
Knowledge increaſe, and thy Learning multiply, and 
thoſe who are eminent this way, may they meet with 
Rewards anſwerable to the Good they do; /aftly, 
may every Thing, contrary and repugnant to all 
theſe good Things I've wiſh'd for thee, be 1 
and baniſhed thy Land; may Vice and Irreligon, 
in whatſoever Shape or Figure it appears, be chaſtis d 
without fear or conſttaint; every Inad vertency oo 
refed, every Foible reproved, every faſhionable Folly 
rebuked'; may thy Writers, of all Degrees, be laſhed 
for Buffoonery and Nonſenſe, their mean and low 
Conceptions laugh'd at, and their frothy Arguments 
derided : But may thy Wits (truly ſuch) merit every. 
Man good Word and Approbation, {till riſe in Fame, 
live Comfortably, and dye Great. As for myſelf, the 


Writer of theſe few Thouptits, may thou deal with 
me according to my Deſerts, if I have Thbaghr- or 
Writ amiſs, (being the firit Tbs uſe thy Authority 

TRE . over 


(26 
over me, but be thy Correction gentle on that account; 
if have hit the Mark in any kind, that is, if I have 
ſpoken any thing to thy Praiſe, or Emolument, Reward 
me; ſo will I continue the Tale longer, and this Spe- 
cimen ſhall be our-done by the next. A Genius en- 
courag d, and warm'd by a grateful Benevolence for 
the Good it intends, becomes aCtuated' with nobler 
and richer Fires, its Conceptions are more brisk and 
elevated, and the Topicks or Themes it turns upon, 
are Grand and Sublime. I leave this Affair to thy 
modeſt Conſideration, firmly relying on thy intrinſick 
Greatneſs and Goodneſs, nor doubting but that one 
Day or other, for thy Bounty intended for me, I 
ſhall diſplay myſelf thy Warrior, and fight with all 
the Uprightneſs of Pen, Ink, and Paper, in Defence 
of Thee, thy Honour, and Glory, | | 


J UST as I was writing the laſt Line of theſe 


Remarks, Mr._— the —— (an Intimate of 
of mine) came into my Roow, and obſerving 
me very Buſy in conveying the Bundle of Pa- 
pers that lay before me from his Sight, he 
ſeem d very importunate to know the Reaſon 
why I ſhou'd "conceal any thing (whether of 
Moment, or othewiſe) from him, who had been. 
my Acquaintance ſo long, and who had it in 
his Power to do that Service for me, which I 
coud leaſt expect; —- ſtartled at this Expreſ- 
lion, but more at the Man's ſudden Appearance; |. 
collected my Spirits, and ſaid, Dear ill, don't 
take it amiſs, If I ſhou'd now ſay, Ido not like Four: 


(ag) 


Viſit at this Time; for my Friendſhip is as in- 


violable as ever; but leave me now, and I'll meet 


you at Five in Evening, where you ſhall appoint z 
having thus ſpoken, I found my Words were 
ſo far from allay ing the Curioſity which he had 


conceiv'd for ſeeing what I had been about, that 
he proteſted he wou'd not ſtir till I had ſhown. 


him the Papers I had hid from him; partly 
therefore to oblige ſo good a Friend, partly to 
get rid of him the ſooner, I (with a vaſt Re- 


luctance to my ſelf, be it known to all) gave 


into his Hands the Original Copy of theſe 


my Thonghts — no ſooner had he caſt his 
Eye over the three firſt Pages, but with an 


Inſpiration, I know not how, he ſoftly ſaid, 
Ah, Cenſorinus! — |s it thus you deal with 


the World and me? What avails all your 


Thinking, Poreing, and Writing, if it muſt 
lie dormant here, far from the ſight of Man- 
kind, Uſeleſs, Unknown? No, I my ſelf will 


prove a better Friend to you; for I am to meet 


Mr. — the Printer in an Hours Time, he ſhall 
ſet theſe Remarks of yours in ſhineing Print; 
*twill be an Advantage to Mankind in general, 
the Reputation and Fame of your ſelf, and the 
Profit and Intereſt of my ſelf, — Thus ſaid, 
he Scraped, and left me. 
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